EXPLORING THE BNC with XAIRA

1) Start Xaira and load the BNC

You can either:

- find the bnc-xml.xcorpus file and double-click it to open Xaira or

- start the Xaira program, select File->Open and navigate to the bnc-xml.xcorpus file.

Activate all the toolbars

Open ‘View’ menu


Select ‘Toolbars’


Tick all boxes.

Your display should now look something like the screenshot attached (note that the order of the buttons changes with screen width)
2) Make a simple search 

Type goalless into the Quick query search box 

Press ‘enter’

* How many hits are there?

* From how many different texts?

3) Display solutions

Use the small blue Page/line mode button to toggle between the two displays.

* What is the main difference between the displays?

Use the Scope list to expand the context (set it to 3)

Use the Format list to display the XML text. 

Change the format to ‘fancy1’
* What does the Flybys button do? (activate and ‘hover’ your mouse pointer over any word)
4) Check bibliographical details and display whole text 

Mark the first concordance line (click once, see grey frame around it)

Click on Bibliographical data  to see information about the text

* What is the original source? 
Click on Browse to see the whole text
5) Sort solutions

Click on the Sort button (you must be in line mode)
Select 

Key: One


Sort key: Right


Span: 3


Ascending


Data to sort: Use text


Collating: Primary

Click Sort
* What patterns can you see? Note down two phrases with goalless

* Try a different sort option. Can you find other patterns?

6) Analyse distribution across the corpus components

Click the Analysis button 

Select Text class
* In which kind of text do you find goalless?

Select Written Domain

* Does the result match your expectations?

7) Explore collocations 

Click on the Collocation button.

Tick the Controls box (bottom of window)

In the right-hand part of the window, select the Window tab. 

Set Left 0, Right 1.

Click Calculate
* Which is the word on the top of the list?

* What happens if you click on the Word heading?

* Which is the most frequent collocate? 

* What does Z-score mean?

In the right-hand part of the window, select the Colligation tab.

Tick Colligation and select POS

Click Calculate

* What does the display say?

* Which is the most frequent wordclass found following goalless'?

Select ADJ

Click Query

* What is the most frequent adjective following goalless?
8) Partitions – searching in part of the corpus
Under Activate partition, select Text class.

In  Activate class, choose Academic prose

In Activate region, select TextOnly.

Type argue into the Quick Query box and press OK.

* How many hits did you get? 

Download 50 random hits (select Download random set and type 50 into the Download    hits box. Click OK).
* Can you see any patterns? (tip: sort on left)

* Does the examples offer any insight into how to argue academically? 

PLEASE NOTE: The partitions will be active until you deactivate them (by clicking on the blue or red cross to the right of them).
You do not have to use all three boxes (for example – use Activate region to exclude text in headers or search spoken material only).

9) Save hits 

From the Query menu, select Listing from the list.

Name the query 'goallessADJ.xml'.

10) Word query – frequencies and lemmas
Click on the Word query box

Tick Controls  and  Unique form.
Type child into the search box and click Lookup
* How many instances of child are there in the corpus?
* Browse the list. Can you think of a good use of this kind of information?

In the right-hand part of the window, select the Lemmata tab.

Select BNC from the list.

* How did the list in the left-hand part of the window change?

* Which is the most frequent form of the lemma child?

* Can you think of an example when child would be tagged NP0?

Select NP0 in the Unique form box and click Query.

11) AddKey query – part of speech
Select the AddKey query button. 
Under Key, select c5.

Type child in the box and click Refresh

* What parts of speech have been assigned to child?

Click on NP0 
* What does NP0 stand for? What about UNC?

Select POS, tick Any and click Refresh

* What can you see?

* When would you use this?

12) XML query – exploring the mark-up

Select the XML query button.
Select Shift, click on New, and Add from list…
Explore the list to get a feeling for the kinds of paralinguistic features that are coded.

Select reading estate agent's details (or any value of your choice)

Click OK to run query.

In the Format box select fancy-1 

* What can you see?

* What other features can you see in your examples? (select Format XML to see how it is coded) 
13) Query builder query – combining queries 
Select the Query Builder button.

Click in the left-hand box (with <element name="bncDoc/">) and select Span…
Set the span to 5 and click OK

Click in the empty right-hand box and select Edit -> Phrase from the list that pops up. 

Type cat in the phrase query box. Tick ignore case and click OK to return to the Query Builder window.

Click on the line pointing down from the right-hand box. 
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In the new box that appears, click and select Edit -> Phrase.
Type dog.

Click on OK.

Explore the results.

* What has the query retrieved?

* What happens if you use the Span 3 instead (guess or try)?

* How would you find instances of cat followed by dog or dogs? (tip: lemma search, Word query)

14) More Query Builder

In the left-hand box, select XML…
In the XML search window, select u from the first list.

In the Attributes list, select who.ageGroup and click on Add from list…
Choose Ag0

Click OK to return to the Query Builder window.

Click in the right-hand box,  select Edit  and Phrase…

Type wicked  and OK

Back in the Query Builder, click on OK to run the query

* What have you just searched for?

* How many hits?

* Can you say anything about how young people use wicked?
15) More queries

Decide how to make the following queries (there is often more than one way). 

Run the queries if you like.
What is the plural of mouse? When is mouses used? (tip: word search for lemma)
Is aftermath positive or negative? (tip: collocations)

What comes after continue? Is it continue to do or continue doing? (for example query builder)
Who talks more about cars – men or women? (tip: query builder)
How many instances are there of going to where to is a preposition? (tip: include AddKey in Query builder) 
What is more frequent – will or going to? (tip: remember contracted forms and homograph to)
Also see http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/workshop/Materials/xairaIntro2.xml
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