BNC TRAINING COURSE, June 13 2008


Concordance: keep (verb)

1. g booking for the full repertory. But if you keep a calendar of events, as we do, you noticed 

2. all  supplies found going to the city and to keep a close eye on the movements of the enemy. T

3. Thayer, who said that he was just leaving to keep a lunch date but would be home by two o'cloc

4. is here juvenile delinquency problem, but we keep a night policeman all the same on account of

5. number  of years the board used a machine to keep a permanent record but abandoned the practice

6. t devices for electronic shadowing. I always keep a set in the car.    I put in new batteries

7. the  piazza looking at Santa Maria he had to keep a straight face, not letting on he had been 

8. has involved all these elements, we can only keep adding to our ritual without daring to aband

9. nd of each other, but because they wanted to keep an eye on each other, as they were keen riva

10. I have  a minute I can be working at it, and keep an eye on the baby and the stove at the same

11. the York State Guard flyers proved unable to keep any kind of mail schedule. They had courage 

12. or cups. Get copper or earthenware mugs that keep beer chilled or soup hot. Be sure to get a f

13. ans by freedom. In the meantime, generations keep being born, bitterness is increased by incom

14. al, economic and military, are doing much to keep China in a heightening state of tension. The

15. s crashed that it is all over. The waves may keep coming for many hours. Usually the third to 

16. e world was their warning that they meant to keep everything they had, let no one in on the se

17. in bed still the next morning, now unable to keep from thinking about the inexplicable sight o

18. r amalgamation, and Freddy's instinct was to keep growing by stock mergers and small expenditu

19. y, because he wore the apparatus which would keep him alive under water. But Nick would not le

20. anything he could do. Andy invented a job to keep him busy, sending him ahead to El Dorado to 

21. if he must, but, she begged Blackman, try to keep him from drinking a great deal and bring him

22. ut Lewis's drinking and urged him to "try to keep him sober". After a dinner party for which s

23. the  teacher's face and figure. He could not keep his eyes off her when at school; when he wen

24. ill prove. A northern ambassador, willing to keep his mouth shut and his ears open, could lear

25. He  walked  toward the center of the city to keep his rendezvous with Styka. Of all the places

26. that he always keep a confidence and that he keep his word. Sam Rayburn took unnumbered secret

27. n general, I believe it is also important to keep in mind that some recent developments sugges

28. ra cash income on a part-time basis you must keep in mind the needed machinery investments whe

29. which  the King was reportedly determined to keep in office until elections could be held. But

30. cause they prepare their own meals they also keep in their pockets a good portion of that $10.

31. olicies. Means must be found to enable us to keep in touch as regularly and as efficiently as 

32. ress it up with any number of accessories or keep it as simple as you choose.    Designers and

34. ment, saw that resolution would be needed to keep it from becoming a calamity for the West. He

35. oard boats is sold with a special railing to keep it from moving with the motion of the vessel

36. ion is helpless- friendly contacts no longer keep it going.    The transmutation of mission to

37. es. Then he put a rag around the dressing to keep it in place. There was no cleaning or further

38. anger passed quickly, and she turned away to keep me from seeing her face.    "I'm sorry", she

39. rrow, for sure, I'll go down to the rock and keep my promise to Dad.    He hadn't intended to 

40. general public and the press, all operate to keep price increases in some relation to cost inc

41. s whatever. They are 'worry warts'. Yet they keep running from one physician to another, large

42. ure, since you could argue that you couldn't keep silent about your feelings against literatur

43. ld wink and throw kisses. They both tried to keep smiling and winking for a long time, but it 

44. ide. He was the funniest man. He never could keep still, even when he didn't move his feet.  R

45. tute approved objects for forbidden ones and keep telling him how he is to act. He won't submi

46. two locking bolts and a movable motor mount. Keep the belt just tight enough so the pulleys wo

47. d bottom. These flaring parts really help to keep the boat dry. When they're on, the top edges

48. ntive war against the West, wasn't trying to keep the Chinese quiet. And this brings us inevit

49. hich he went home to get into his costume to keep the date. Shortly before nine I drove my jal

50. y'll decide he was murdered and we've got to keep the picture consistent. Our hypothetical oth

51. said the addition of the attachment does not keep the range from coming under the Federal manu

52. ee, but Feathertop took him in, too, just to keep the records straight.    Curly hair, high ch

53. eye on the twins and little Elena, trying to keep them from falling into the creek by which th

54. ngs.    Shade trees, too, are a big help, so keep them if you can. Drawn blinds and draperies 

59. to  walk the dogs in an out of the way spot, keep them under control in the room, and feed and

60. d there are few, if any, wreaths for them. I keep thinking of a young woman I knew during the 

61. nto any more explanations. Here comes Jason. Keep this to yourself".    Reverend Jason, looking

62. which probably accounted for his tendency to keep to himself.    Garth's glance began to flick

64. ems. Between meetings he helps the president keep track of delegated matters. Since these duti

65. nce of his parents and found it difficult to keep up a conversation with his mother or father,

66. e. Body heat in the close quarters will help keep up the temperature. Warm clothing and beddin

67. friends, it  said, had gone into training to keep up with him vocally and with his "allegro mo

68. t been any great mental effort on my part to keep up with this mechanization which has brought

69. you  can spend, yet it is easily possible to keep within a set budget. There is no question as

70. today help pay for this highway. They try to keep within the speed limits. Although today's tr

71. itated the institution of major economies to keep within the total of allocated funds. The use

72. irlish exasperation. "I am terribly sorry to keep you waiting", she said, "but won't you make 

73. r out of you, you've leaned over backward to keep your hands off. But subconsciously you've wa

Data-driven learning

Deducing the meaning of a (simple) word, replaced by a nonsense word or gap.

(01) Follow the trail of the miggy bar back to Aztec times in Mexico, when Gods of … 

(02) Take the bowl off the heat and leave the miggy to cool slightly. Meanwhile beat …

(03) … or simply relax under the clear starry sky with a cup of hot miggy.

(04) … if you feel like gorging yourself occasionally on cakes or miggy, that’s fine.

(05) You could also top with some miggy-dipped strawberries and a few redcurrants. 

(06) Digestive biscuits, peanut butter, miggy, cheese, a jar of Branston pickle and …

Deducing the meaning of a (more difficult) word.
(01) … visited him there, they were flabbergasted to find photographs of him and …    

(02) … the band added they were thrilled and flabbergasted to win. They just felt that … 

(03) … composer was 23, a wunderkind whose talents had flabbergasted Mahler Zemlinsky …  

(04) Forge pool this time last year. He was "flabbergasted" with his time of 1min …          

(05) Megson said he was "flabbergasted and furious" with Chase …

(06) Left-hander Broad said last night: "I am too flabbergasted to talk about Notts" …     

(07) Williams said she was "absolutely flabbergasted when the huge demand arrived. 

(08) … to you, Miss Giroux." Prue was flabbergasted. "How did you know my name?"

Illustrating different meanings of a word.

(01) … make you tall, rich, strong, attractive, smart, witty, sophisticated or sexy. 
(02) Romance and elegance are the hallmarks of this sophisticated city which …  

(03) … the coloured balls removed, create a sophisticated clear 'white' light effect. 

(04) The style throughout is sophisticated, self-assured and subtle, reflecting …    

(05) … slightly crazy, socialite, her dream for a sophisticated New York lifestyle … 

(06) … modern specialized hospitals equipped with sophisticated medical appliances. 

(07) The legal system may not be sophisticated enough to support the new legislation …

(08) You don't have to be very sophisticated unfortunately to use biological weapons ...

(09) … which is that economic development of the most sophisticated kind is possible …

(10) … this test of bravery using the most sophisticated cinema effects of the … 

(11) … County Youth Orchestra, which gave a highly sophisticated performance …

(12) The Sunday Times relied less on sophisticated computer hacking than on the …

Near synonyms - Example: ROOM – SPACE – PLACE
(1) … there was no room in the region for a Jewish homeland.

(2) … there is a lot of room for personal interpretation.

(3) … she slept in a separate room in order not to disturb him.

(4)  …extra office space was essential, and a special fund raising …    

(5) … there is a space to write in the amount of the gift. 

(6) … the Formula One Grand Prix which takes place every November.

(7) … my contention that parties are not the place to meet people 

1. Which different meanings do the words ROOM, SPACE and PLACE have?
2. What is special about the sentence in italics? Explain!

3. When would you use ROOM or SPACE for the German word Platz? Is PLACE a suitable translation for it or rather a false friend? Give reasons for your answer.
(  Gap-filling exercise on the basis of the above
Reconstruction exercise: filling in hot, warm or cold, judging from the context.

(01) be washed in different temperatures - cold, warm and _____ Finally she prepared …
(02) They may keep their feelings bottled up, be _____ and unemotional and resent …

(03) cent at the end of the _____ War, and potential recruits still appear to believe …

(04) When people see a dog padding through the streets - lost, _____ and hungry … 

(05) men actually shop at all. But the .... news in 1996 is that blokes shop faster … 

(06) National Trust. A _____ welcome awaits you when you join an Association …

(07) I tried to interview the _____ dog vendor but he didn't want to say anything …

(08) but their humor reflected none of the _____ -headed concerns of the new generation …

(09) Pamela Anderson normally leaves me _____, but those pictures of her at …

(10) Rose, in a white dress, which heightened the _____ tones of her sun-tanned skin …

How would you group the sentences together? Justify your solution.

1. The problem lies in choosing, since it is difficult to tell them apart at the moment. 

2. Democrat John Brooks has held the job since 1977. 

3. Burnette has settled down since his wild days of touring with Bob Dylan. 

4. I have been trying to meet him ever since I discovered he was here.

5. Mostly it meant they struggled with each other, since they all disagreed about him. 

6. He has been on the run ever since, trying to drum up support in the campaign to get Aristide returned to power.

7. All these great Bodhisattvas have been the Buddha's disciples since endless time.

8. He insists that essentially nothing has changed since his close friend Byron Nelson helped the first American team to win in Britain back in 1937.

9. The decision plunged Poland into its worst political crisis since the collapse of communism. 

10. I don't know how it happened, but since I was very small, my family frightened me. They seemed like like imposters…

11. I haven't seen you since Miami.

12. …And I have done [pause] since I've left school I've worked in the food trade since I was fifteen.

13. … will be the first time they would be able to agree on something since Iraq invaded Kuwait more than two months ago.

14. China is calling it the biggest meeting of its kind since the Communists came to power in 1949.

15. Many of the Britons have become too ill to work since leaving the services.

16. For those new to chess, it is essential to memorise the values of the pieces since giving away a unit of greater value for a less useful piece can often be fatal.

17. Since when did you get so clean!

18. The respective parties have remained estranged ever since.

19. …promised to move the technicals out of the city in 48 hours.  That deadline has long since passed, but American officials stressed…

20. The series is Marti's first major TV venture since having a bone marrow transplant 20 months ago in her fight against lymph gland cancer.

Possible solution:

Preposition, temporal meaning:

2.
Democrat John Brooks has held the job since 1977. 

3.
Burnette has settled down since his wild days of touring with Bob Dylan. 

7.
All these great Bodhisattvas have been the Buddha's disciples since endless time. 

9.
The decision plunged Poland into its worst political crisis since the collapse of communism. 

11.
I haven't seen you since Miami. 

17.
Since when did you get so clean! 

Conjunction, temporal meaning:

4.
I have been trying to meet him ever since I discovered he was here. 

8.
He insists that essentially nothing has changed since his close friend Byron Nelson helped the first American team to win in Britain back in 1937.

12.
…And I have done [pause] since I've left school I've worked in the food trade since I was fifteen.

13.
… will be the first time they would be able to agree on something since Iraq invaded Kuwait more than two months ago. 

14.
China is calling it the biggest meeting of its kind since the Communists came to power in 1949. 

15.
Many of the Britons have become too ill to work since leaving the services.

16.
I don't know how it happened, but since I was very small, my family frightened me. They seemed like like imposters… [=My family frightened me since I was small.]

20.
The series is Marti's first major TV venture since having a bone marrow transplant 20 months ago in her fight against lymph gland cancer. 

Conjunction, causal meaning:

1.
The problem lies in choosing, since it is difficult to tell them apart at the moment. 

5.
Mostly it meant they struggled with each other, since they all disagreed about him. 

16.
For those new to chess, it is essential to memorise the values of the pieces since giving away a unit of greater value for a less useful piece can often be fatal. 

Adverb, temporal meaning:

6.
He has been on the run ever since, trying to drum up support in the campaign to get Aristide returned to power.
18.
The respective parties have remained estranged ever since. 

19.
…promised to move the technicals out of the city in 48 hours.  That deadline has long since passed, but American officials stressed…

Studies on corpus-based activities

	
	Johns 1991, 1994
	Gavioli & Aston 2001
	Kennedy & Miceli 2001
	Bernardini 2000
	Gavioli 1997

	learners
	post-graduate students of English for Special/ Academic purposes
	students of translation English/Italian
	undergraduate students of Italian as a Foreign Language
	students of translation English/Italian
	students of translation English/Italian

	course type
	remedial grammar course
	language courses for translators
	writing course
	separate activity
	language courses for translators

	corpora
	general and ESP (e.g. The New Scientist), 

~ 1 mill. words
	subsection of BNC, 

~ 2 mill. words
	written Italian, text types familiar to students, 

~ 0.5 mill. words
	BNC, 

~ 100 mill. words
	newspaper corpora, 

~1 mill. words

	selection of data
	pre-selection of data by the teacher
	direct corpus consultation by students
	direct corpus consultation by students


	direct corpus consultation by students 
	pre-selection of data by teacher / direct corpus consultation by students

	data analysis
	use of concordances 
(to clarify students' questions; reactive)

concordance-based tasks and exercises (proactive)


	use of concordances 
(for correction)

from concordance to text 

(f. exploration of meaning)


	use of concordances 
(for correction)

from concordance to text,

text browsing, 

from function to concordance

(for writing support ["treasure hunting"])
	use of concordances
(for exploration)


	frequency lists (topic guessing, writing your 

own text)

from concordance and texts (exploration of meaning)

multilingual concordances (meanings of loanwords)

	methods and approaches
	3 step model: 

identification (observation)

classification (of data) 

generalisation (~rules)

gradual increase of level of difficulty
	observation

group discussion of findings


	4 step model: 

formulation of question

devising of search strategy

observation

interpretation

intensive training phase
	self-directed exploration ("serendipity browsing") 

independent work for 8 hours, subsequent comparison of results 

only initial guidance
	independent work as well as

pair and group work

some set tasks

introduction, guidance, gradual increase of level of difficulty

	examples
	persuade/convince

should

that-clauses

superordinates

article usage
	avail

food/cibo

Double Dutch
	self-chosen examples
	self-chosen examples (starting point: pubs and posher watering holes) 
	drivers text

crucial/cruciale


references: see bibliography on http://www.corproa4learning.net
Ideas for projects 

· Collocates, e.g.
risk (N), hope (NSg) vs. hopes (NPl)
· Near-synonyms: qualitative differences between quasi-synonyms, e.g. 
power/strength/force; reply/response/answer; dish/bowl; reason/cause; 
aim/objective/target/goal; entry/entrance/introduction; surely/certainly/definitely/naturally/of course; to demand/require/need/call for
to ring/call/phone; to support/foster; speak/talk; great/huge/big/large
and their collocates
· 'Confusibles', e.g. 
comprise/consist of/constitute/include/compose
under/underneath/below/beneath; say/tell;
with regard to/as regards/with respect to/ in view of/relating to/pertaining to/in relation to/with relation to/with reference to

· Word meanings, e.g.
issue, experience
and their collocates
· Uses of 'difficult' words, e.g. 
civilisation; intelligence; neighbourhood; endevour
and their collocates
· Verbal structures, e.g. 
help do sth. / help to do sth.

· Frequency and different uses of different verb forms, e.g.
drive/driven; loot/looting
· Placement of connectors, e.g.
however, but, therefore (you need sentence concordances)

· Correct use of prepositions, e.g. 
different from/to/than
replace with/by

· Different past forms, e.g.
speeded up/sped up
· Subject-verb agreement with certain kinds of subject, e.g. 
the US, the government, the party, the press, media

· culturally 'loaded' words , e.g. 
education, society, culture, service, nation, social etc. (in political texts)
- their collocates (semantic prosody)
- article use with these words

· Latinate vs. Germanic words, e.g.
to help/facilitate; to work out/elaborate
and their collocates

· Euphemisms instead of 'real' words, e.g. war/strike/military operation (in political texts; you need the text sources here)
LINKS: SAMPLE RESOURCES

Some sample resources in different languages (also check the multi-lingual links) – chosen as examples of what is available online (texts/corpus + search mechanism). Much more is available! See, for example, Gateway to Corpus Linguistics http://www.corpus-linguistics.info/ and D. Lee’s bookmarks http://devoted.to/corpora.
_____________________________________________________________________

ENGLISH

British National Corpus http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/ 

Bank of English http://www.collins.co.uk/Corpus/CorpusSearch.aspx 
The Compleat Lexical Tutor concordances http://132.208.224.131/concordancers/ 
ELISA (interviews on film + transcription) http://www.uni-tuebingen.de/elisa/
MICASE Michigan Corpus of Academic Spoken English http://www.lsa.umich.edu/eli/micase/ 
Phrases in English (BNC) http://pie.usna.edu/
VIEW: Variation In English Words and phrases (BNC) http://view.byu.edu/ 

CZECH

Czech National Corpus http://ucnk.ff.cuni.cz/ 

DUTCH

Corpus Gesproken Nederlands http://lands.let.kun.nl/cgn/ehome.htm
FRENCH

ABU: la Bibliothèque Universelle (Online texts) http://abu.cnam.fr/ 

Online Concordancers at The Compleat Lexical Tutor French and English corpora/texts with online concordancer http://www.lextutor.ca/concordancers/ 

GERMAN

Institut fűr Deutsche Sprache http://corpora.ids-mannheim.de/
ITALIAN

MultiSemCor English and Italian parallel corpus, semantic information http://multisemcor.itc.it/ 
PORTUGUESE

COMPARA – parallel Portuguese-English http://www.linguateca.pt/COMPARA/ 

RUSSIAN

Russian Corpora in Tübingen http://www.corpus-linguistics.info/ 

SCANDINAVIAN

The English-Norwegian Parallel Corpus (ENPC) http://www.hf.uio.no/iba/prosjekt/ 
Språkbanken (Swedish corpora) http://spraakbanken.gu.se/ 
SPANISH

Corpus del Español http://www.corpusdelespanol.org/ 
SOL – Spanish Online Concordancias españolas en la Web http://spraakbanken.gu.se/lb/konk/rom2/
MULTI-LINGUAL

Corpuseye – Danish project with resources in different languages http://corp.hum.sdu.dk/
CRATER Multilingual Aligned Annotated Corpus http://www.comp.lancs.ac.uk/linguistics/crater/corpus.html 
KWICfinder Make concordances of webpages  http://www.kwicfinder.com/
OPUS – parallel texts http://logos.uio.no/opus/
WebCorp – concordances of webpages http://www.webcorp.org.uk 

TEXTS, CORPORA, MEDIA ARCHIVES

American Rhetoric project Text, audio and (streaming) video. http://www.americanrhetoric.com
The Etext Center at the University of Virginia Library http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/
Internet Archive Text, audio, video http://www.archive.org
Oxford Text Archive http://ota.ox.ac.uk/ 
OLAC Open Language Archives Community http://www.language-archives.org/
Project Gutenberg http://www.gutenberg.org/ 

TOOLS

Antconc http://www.antlab.sci.waseda.ac.jp
ConcApp from Edict http://www.edict.com.hk/PUB/concapp
Simple Concordance Program http://www.textworld.com/scp
INFORMATION

David Lee’s Bookmarks for Corpus-Based Linguists Good collection of links. http://devoted.to/corpora
Gateway to Corpus Linguistics Good collection of links 
http://www.corpus-linguistics.info/
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) for Language Teachers http://www.ict4lt.org/en/index.htm
Corpora mailing list http://torvald.aksis.uib.no/corpora/ 
Ylva Berglund Prytz. Thanks to Sabine Braun


